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therefor in Amendment 3 to the NE
Multispecies FMP.

(b) After examining the facts, the Re-
gional Administrator shall, within the
deadlines specified in Amendment 3,
provide the technical analysis required
by Amendment 3.

(c) The NEFMC shall prepare an eco-
nomic impact analysis of the potential
management options under consider-
ation within the deadlines specified in
Amendment 3.

(d) Copies of the analysis and reports
prepared by the Regional Adminis-
trator and the NEFMC shall be made
available for public review at the
NEFMC’s office and the Committee
shall hold a meeting/public hearing, at
which time it shall review the analysis
and reports and request public com-
ments. Upon review of all available
sources of information, the Committee
shall determine what course of action
is warranted by the facts and make a
recommendation, consistent with the
provisions of Amendment 3 to the Re-
gional Administrator.

(e) By the deadline set in Amendment
3 the Regional Administrator shall ei-
ther accept or reject the Committee’s
recommendation. If the recommended
action is consistent with the record es-
tablished by the fact-finding report,
impact analysis, and comments re-
ceived at the public hearing, he/she
shall accept the Committee’s rec-
ommendation and implement it
through notification in the FEDERAL
Register and by notice sent to all ves-
sel owners holding multispecies per-
mits. The Regional Administrator shall
also use other appropriate media, in-
cluding, but not limited to, mailings to
the news media, fishing industry asso-
ciations and radio broadcasts, to dis-
seminate information on the action to
be implemented.

(f) Once implemented, the Regional
Administrator shall monitor the af-
fected area to determine if the action
is still warranted. If the Regional Ad-
ministrator determines that the cir-
cumstances under which the action was
taken, based on the Regional Adminis-
trator’s report, the NEFMC’s report,
and the public comments, are no longer
in existence, he/she shall terminate the
action by notification in the FEDERAL
REGISTER.

(g) Actions taken under this section
will ordinarily become effective upon
the date of filing with the Office of the
Federal Register. The Regional Admin-
istrator may determine that facts war-
rant a delayed effective date.

§ 648.86 Multispecies possession re-
strictions.

Except as provided in § 648.17, the fol-
lowing possession restrictions apply:

(a) Haddock—(1) NE multispecies DAS
vessels. (i) From May 1 through Sep-
tember 30, except as provided in para-
graph (a)(1)(iii) of this section, a vessel
that fishes under a NE multispecies
DAS may land up to 3,000 lb (1,360.8 kg)
of haddock per DAS fished, or any part
of a DAS fished, up to 30,000 lb (13,608
kg) per trip, provided it has at least
one standard tote on board. Haddock
on board a vessel subject to this land-
ing limit must be separated from other
species of fish and stored so as to be
readily available for inspection.

(ii) From October 1 through April 30,
except as provided in paragraph
(a)(1)(iii) of this section, a vessel that
fishes under a NE multispecies DAS
may land up to 5,000 lb (2,268 kg) of
haddock per DAS fished, or any part of
a DAS fished, up to 50,000 lb (22,680 kg)
per trip, provided it has at least one
standard tote on board. Haddock on
board a vessel subject to this landing
limit must be separated from other
species of fish and stored so as to be
readily available for inspection.

(iii) Adjustments—(A) Adjustment to
haddock trip limit to prevent exceeding
target TAC. At any time during the
fishing year, if the Regional Adminis-
trator projects that the target TAC for
haddock (6,252 mt for 2000–2001 fishing
year) will be exceeded, NMFS may ad-
just, through publication of a notifica-
tion in the FEDERAL REGISTER, the trip
limit per DAS and/or the maximum
trip limit to an amount that the Re-
gional Administrator determines will
prevent exceeding the target TAC.

(B) Adjustment of the haddock trip limit
to allow harvesting up to 75 percent of
target TAC. At any time during the
fishing year, if the Regional Adminis-
trator projects that less than 75 per
cent of the target TAC for haddock
(4,689 mt for 2000–2001 fishing year) will
be harvested by the end of the fishing

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 09:39 Dec 15, 2000 Jkt 190204 PO 00000 Frm 00368 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\190204T.XXX pfrm01 PsN: 190204T



369

Fishery Conservation and Management § 648.86

year, NMFS may adjust, through publi-
cation of a notification in the FEDERAL
REGISTER, the trip limit per DAS and/
or the maximum trip limit to an
amount that is determined to be suffi-
cient to allow harvesting of at least 75
percent of the target TAC, but not to
exceed the target TAC.

(2) Scallop dredge vessels. (i) No person
owning or operating a scallop dredge
vessel issued a multispecies permit
may land haddock from, or possess
haddock on board, a scallop dredge ves-
sel, from January 1 through June 30.

(ii) No person owning or operating a
scallop dredge vessel without a multi-
species permit may possess haddock in,
or harvested from, the EEZ, from Janu-
ary 1 through June 30.

(iii) Except for vessels fishing under
the Sea Scallop Exemption Program,
from July 1 through December 31, 2000,
as provided in § 648.58(c)(6)(ii), or unless
otherwise authorized by the Regional
Administrator as specified in para-
graph (f) of this section, scallop dredge
vessels or persons owning or operating
a scallop dredge vessel that is fishing
under a scallop DAS allocated under
§ 648.53 may land or possess on board up
to 300 lb (136.1 kg) of haddock, provided
that the vessel has at least one stand-
ard tote on board. This restriction does
not apply to vessels issued NE multi-
species Combination Vessel permits
that are fishing under a multispecies
DAS. Haddock on board a vessel sub-
ject to this possession limit must be
separated from other species of fish and
stored so as to be readily available for
inspection.

(b) Cod—(1) Gulf of Maine Cod Landing
Limit. (i) Except as provided in para-
graph (b)(1)(ii) and (b)(4) of this sec-
tion, and subject to the call-in provi-
sion specified in Sec.648.10(f)(3)(i), a
vessel fishing under a NE multispecies
DAS may land only up to 400 lb (181.8
kg) of cod during the first 24-hr period
after the vessel has started a trip on
which cod were landed (e.g. a vessel
that starts a trip at 6 a.m. may call out
of the DAS program at 11 a.m. and land
up to 400 lb (181.8 kg), but the vessel
cannot land any more cod on a subse-
quent trip until at least 6 a.m. on the
following day). For each trip longer
than 24 hr, a vessel may land up to an
additional 400 lb (181.8 kg) for each ad-

ditional 24-hr block of DAS fished, or
part of an additional 24-hr block of
DAS fished, up to a maximum of 4,000
lb (1,818.2 kg) per trip (e.g., a vessel
that has been called into the DAS pro-
gram for 48 hr or less, but more than 24
hr, may land up to, but no more than
800 lb (363.6 kg) of cod). A vessel that
has been called into only part of an ad-
ditional 24-hr block of a DAS (e.g., a
vessel that has been called into the
DAS program for more than 24 hr but
less than 48 hr) may land up to an addi-
tional 400 lb (181.8 kg) of cod for that
trip. Cod on board a vessel subject to
this landing limit must be separated
from other species of fish and stored so
as to be readily available for inspec-
tion.

(ii) A vessel subject to the cod land-
ing limit restrictions described in para-
graph (b)(1)(i) of this section, and sub-
ject to the cod landing limit call-in
provision specified at § 648.10(f)(3)(ii),
may come into port with and offload
cod in excess of the landing limit as de-
termined by the number of DAS
elapsed since the vessel called into the
DAS program, provided that:

(A) The vessel operator does not call-
out of the DAS program as described
under Sec.648.10(c)(3) and does not de-
part from a dock or mooring in port,
unless transiting as allowed in para-
graph (b)(3) of this section, until the
rest of the additional 24-hr block of the
DAS has elapsed regardless of whether
all of the cod on board is offloaded
(e.g., a vessel that has been called into
the DAS program for 25 hr, at the time
of landing, may land only up to 800 lb
(363.6 kg) of cod, provided the vessel
does not call out of the DAS program
or leave port until 48 hr have elapsed
from the beginning of the trip).

(B) [Reserved]
(2) Georges Bank Cod Landing and

Maximum Possession Limits. For each
fishing year, beginning on May 1, a ves-
sel that is exempt from the landing
limit described in paragraph (b)(1) of
this section fishing under a NE multi-
species DAS may land only up to 2,000
lb (907.2 kg) of cod per DAS, or any part
of a DAS, up to a maximum possession
limit of 20,000 lb (9,071.8 kg) per trip.
The vessel must have a standard tote
on board. Cod on board a vessel subject
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to these landing and maximum posses-
sion limits must be separated from
other species of fish and stored so as to
be readily available for inspection.

(3) Transiting. A vessel that has ex-
ceeded the cod landing limit as speci-
fied in paragraph (b)(1) of this section,
and is, therefore, subject to the re-
quirement to remain in port for the pe-
riod of time described in paragraph
(b)(1)(ii)(A) of this section may transit
to another port during this time, pro-
vided that the vessel operator notifies
the Regional Administrator (see Table
1 to § 600.502 of this chapter) either at
the time the vessel reports its hailed
weight of cod or at a later time prior to
transiting and provides the following
information: vessel name and permit
number, destination port, time of de-
parture, and estimated time of arrival.
A vessel transiting under this provision
must stow its gear in accordance with
one of the methods specified in
§ 648.23(b) and may not have any fish on
board the vessel.

(4) Exemption. A vessel fishing under
a NE multispecies DAS is exempt from
the landing limit described in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section when fishing
south of a line beginning at the Cape
Cod, MA coastline at 42°00’ N. lat. and
running eastward along 42°00’ N. lat.
until it intersects with 69°30’ W. long.,
then northward along 69°30’ W. long.
until it intersects with 42°20’ N. lat.,
then eastward along 42°20’ N. lat. until
it intersects with 67°20’ W. long., then
northward along 67°20’ W. long. until it
intersects with the U.S.-Canada mari-
time boundary, provided that it does
not fish north of this exemption area
for a minimum of 30 consecutive days
(when fishing under the multispecies
DAS program), and has on board an au-
thorization letter issued by the Re-
gional Administrator. Vessels exempt
from the landing limit requirement
may transit the GOM/GB Regulated
Mesh Area north of this exemption
area, provided that their gear is stowed
in accordance with one of the provi-
sions of § 648.23(b).

(c) Atlantic halibut. A vessel issued a
NE multispecies permit under
§ 648.4(a)(1) may land or possess on
board no more than one Atlantic hal-
ibut per trip, provided the vessel com-

plies with other applicable provisions
of this part.

(d) Small-mesh multispecies through
April 30, 2002. (1) Vessels issued a valid
Federal multispecies permit specified
under § 648.4(a)(1) are subject to the fol-
lowing possession limits for small-
mesh multispecies, which are based on
the mesh size used by or on board ves-
sels fishing for, in possession of, or
landing small-mesh multispecies.

(i) Vessels using mesh size smaller than
2.5 in (6.35 cm) and vessels without a let-
ter of authorization. Owners or opera-
tors of vessels fishing for, in possession
of, or landing small-mesh multispecies
with, or having on board except as pro-
vided herein, nets of mesh size smaller
than 2.5 in (6.35 cm) (as applied to the
part of the net specified at (d)(1)(iv) of
this section), and, vessels that have not
been issued a letter of authorization
pursuant to paragraph (d)(1)(ii) or
(d)(1)(iii) of this section may possess on
board and land up to only 3,500 lb (1,588
kg) of combined silver hake and off-
shore hake. This possession limit on
small-mesh multispecies does not
apply if all nets with mesh size smaller
than 2.5 in (6.35 cm) have not been used
to catch fish for the entire fishing trip
and the nets have been properly stowed
pursuant to § 648.23(b), and the vessel is
fishing with a mesh size and a letter of
authorization as specified in para-
graphs (d)(1)(ii), (d)(1)(iii) and (d)(2) of
this section. Silver hake and offshore
hake on board a vessel subject to this
possession limit must be separated
from other species of fish and stored so
as to be readily available for inspec-
tion. The vessel is subject to applicable
restrictions on gear, area, and time of
fishing specified in § 648.80 and any
other applicable provision of this part.

(ii) Vessels authorized to use nets of
mesh size 2.5 in (6.35 cm) or greater. Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (d)(3) of
this section, owners and operators of
vessels issued a valid letter of author-
ization pursuant to paragraph (d)(2) of
this section authorizing the use of nets
of mesh size 2.5 in (6.35 cm) or greater,
may fish for, possess, and land small-
mesh multispecies up to only 7,500 lb
(3,402 kg) combined silver hake and off-
shore hake when fishing with nets of a
minimum mesh size of 2.5 in (6.35 cm)
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(as applied to the part of the net speci-
fied in (d)(1)(iv) of this section), pro-
vided that any nets of mesh size small-
er than 2.5 in (6.35 cm) have not been
used to catch such fish and are prop-
erly stowed pursuant to § 648.23(b) for
the entire trip. Silver hake and off-
shore hake on board a vessel subject to
this possession limit must be separated
from other species of fish and stored so
as to be readily available for inspec-
tion. The vessel is subject to applicable
restrictions on gear, area, and time of
fishing specified in § 648.80 and any
other applicable provision of this part.

(iii) Vessels authorized to use nets of
mesh size 3 in (7.62 cm) or greater. Except
as provided in paragraph (d)(3) of this
section, owners and operators of ves-
sels issued a valid letter of authoriza-
tion pursuant to paragraph (d)(2) of
this section authorizing the use of nets
of mesh size 3 in (7.62 cm) or greater,
may fish for, possess, and land small-
mesh multispecies up to only 30,000 lb
(13,608 kg) combined silver hake and
offshore hake when fishing with nets of
a minimum mesh size of 3 in (7.62 cm)
(as applied to the part of the net speci-
fied in (d)(1)(iv) of this section), pro-
vided that any nets of mesh size small-
er than 3 in (7.62 cm) have not been
used to catch such fish and are prop-
erly stowed pursuant to § 648.23(b) for
the entire trip. Silver hake and off-
shore hake on board a vessel subject to
this possession limit must be separated
from other species of fish and stored so
as to be readily available for inspec-
tion. The vessel is subject to applicable
restrictions on gear, area, and time of
fishing specified in § 648.80 and any
other applicable provision of this part.

(iv) Application of mesh size. Counting
from the terminus of the net, the mesh
size restrictions specified in paragraphs
(d)(1)(i),(ii) and (iii) of this section are
only applicable to the first 100 meshes
(200 bars in the case of square mesh) for
vessels greater than 60 ft (18.28 m) in
length, and to the first 50 meshes (100
bars in the case of square mesh) for
vessels 60 ft (18.28 m) or less in length.
Notwithstanding any other provision of
this section, the restrictions and condi-
tions pertaining to mesh size do not
apply to nets or pieces of net smaller
than 3 ft (0.9 m) x 3 ft (0.9 m), (9 sq ft
(0.81 sq m)).

(2) Possession limit for vessels partici-
pating in the northern shrimp fishery.
Owners and operators of vessels par-
ticipating in the Small-Mesh Northern
Shrimp Fishery Exemption Area, as de-
scribed in § 648.80(a)(3) with a vessel
issued a valid Federal multispecies per-
mit specified under § 648.4(a)(1) may
possess and land silver hake and off-
shore hake, combined, up to an amount
equal to the weight of shrimp on board,
not to exceed 3,500 lb (1,588 kg). Silver
hake and offshore hake on board a ves-
sel subject to this possession limit
must be separated from other species of
fish and stored so as to be readily
available for inspection.

(3) Possession restriction for vessels
electing to transfer small-mesh multispe-
cies at sea. Owners and operators of ves-
sels issued a valid Federal multispecies
permit and issued a letter of authoriza-
tion to transfer small-mesh multispe-
cies at sea according to the provisions
specified in § 648.13(b) are subject to a
combined silver hake and offshore hake
possession limit that is 500 lb (226.8 kg)
less than the possession limit the ves-
sel otherwise receives. This deduction
shall be noted on the transferring ves-
sel’s letter of authorization from the
Regional Administrator.

(e) Small-mesh multispecies beginning
on May 1, 2002—(1) Federal multispecies
permit holders. An owner or operator of
a vessel issued a valid Federal multi-
species permit specified under § 648.4
(a)(1) may possess on board or land up
to 10,000 lb (4,536 kg) of combined silver
hake and offshore hake. Silver hake
and offshore hake on board a vessel
subject to this possession limit must be
separated from other species of fish and
stored so as to be readily available for
inspection. The vessel is subject to re-
strictions on gear, area, and time of
fishing specified in § 648.80 and any
other applicable provision of this part.

(2) Possession limit for vessels partici-
pating in the Northern shrimp fishery.
Owners or operators of vessels fishing
in the Small-mesh Northern Shrimp
Fishery Exemption Area under the ex-
emption described in § 648.80(a)(3), with
a vessel issued a valid Federal multi-
species permit specified under
§ 648.4(a)(1), may possess on board or
land silver hake and offshore hake,
combined, up to 100 lb (45.36 kg). Silver
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hake and offshore hake on board a ves-
sel subject to this possession limit
must be separated from other species of
fish and stored so as to be readily
available for inspection.

(3) Possession restriction for vessels
electing to transfer small-mesh multispe-
cies at sea. Vessels issued a valid Fed-
eral multispecies permit and issued a
letter of authorization to transfer
small-mesh multispecies at sea accord-
ing to the provisions specified in
§ 648.13(b) are subject to a combined sil-
ver hake and offshore hake possession
limit that is 500 lb (226.9 kg) less than
the possession limit the vessel other-
wise receives. This deduction shall be
noted on the transferring vessel’s let-
ter of authorization from the Regional
Administrator.

(f) Calculation of weight of fillets or
parts of fish. The possession limits de-
scribed under this part are based on the
weight of whole, whole-gutted, or gilled
fish. For purposes of determining com-
pliance with the possession limits spec-
ified in paragraph (a), (b), or (c) of this
section, the weight of fillets and parts
of fish, other than whole-gutted or
gilled fish, as allowed under § 648.83(a)
and (b) will be multiplied by 3.

(g) Other possession restrictions. Ves-
sels are subject to any other applicable
possession limit restrictions of this
part.

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 14650, Mar. 27, 1997; 62 FR 15389, Apr. 1,
1997; 62 FR 37157, July 11, 1997; 63 FR 11595,
Mar. 10, 1998; 63 FR 15332, Mar. 31, 1998; 63 FR
42592, Aug. 10, 1998; 64 FR 24076, May 5, 1999;
64 FR 31151, June 10, 1999; 64 FR 42048, Aug.
3, 1999; 64 FR 55827, Oct. 15, 1999; 65 FR 380,
Jan. 5, 2000; 65 FR 16778, 16782, Mar. 29, 2000;
65 FR 21666, Apr. 24, 2000; 65 FR 30548, May 12,
2000; 65 FR 37915, June 19, 2000]

§ 648.87 Gillnet requirements to re-
duce or prevent marine mammal
takes.

(a) Areas closed to gillnet gear capable
of catching multispecies to reduce harbor
porpoise takes. All persons owning or
operating vessels in the EEZ portion of
the areas and times specified in para-
graphs (a)(1), through (a)(4) of this sec-
tion must remove all of their sink
gillnet gear and other gillnet gear ca-
pable of catching multispecies, with
the exception of single pelagic gillnets
(as described in § 648.81(g)(2)(ii)), and

may not use, set, haul back, fish with,
or possess on board, unless stowed in
accordance with the requirements of
§ 648.23(b), sink gillnet gear or other
gillnet gear capable of catching multi-
species, with the exception of single pe-
lagic gillnet gear (as described in
§ 648.81(g)(2)(ii)) in the EEZ portion of
the areas and for the times specified in
paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(4) of this
section. Also, all persons owning or op-
erating vessels issued a limited access
multispecies permit must remove all of
their sink gillnet gear and other gillnet
gear capable of catching multispecies,
with the exception of single pelagic
gillnets (as described in
§ 648.81(g)(2)(ii)), from the areas and for
the times specified in paragraphs (a)(1)
through (a)(4) of this section, and may
not use, set, haul back, fish with, or
possess on board, unless stowed in ac-
cordance with the requirements of
§ 648.23(b), sink gillnets or other gillnet
gear capable of catching multispecies,
with the exception of single pelagic
gillnets (as described in § 648.81(g)(2)(ii))
in the areas and for the times specified
in paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(4) of
this section.

(1) Mid-coast Closure Area. (i) From
September 15 through May 31 of each
fishing year, the restrictions and re-
quirements specified in paragraph (a)
of this section apply to the Mid-coast
Closure Area (copies of a chart depict-
ing this area are available from the Re-
gional Administrator upon request),
except as provided in paragraph
(a)(1)(ii) of this section, which is the
area bounded by straight lines con-
necting the following points in the
order stated.

MID-COAST CLOSURE AREA

Point N. latitude W. longitude

MC1 ................................ 42°30′ (1)
MC2 ................................ 42°30′ 70°15′
MC3 ................................ 42°40′ 70°15′
MC4 ................................ 42°40′ 70°00′
MC5 ................................ 43°00′ 70°00′
MC6 ................................ 43°00′ 69°30′
MC7 ................................ 43°30′ 69°30′
MC8 ................................ 43°30′ 69°00′
MC9 ................................ (2) 69°00′

1 Massachusetts shoreline.
2 Maine shoreline.

(ii) Vessels subject to the restrictions
and regulations specified in paragraph
(a) of this section may fish in the Mid-

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 09:39 Dec 15, 2000 Jkt 190204 PO 00000 Frm 00372 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\190204T.XXX pfrm01 PsN: 190204T


		Superintendent of Documents
	2014-12-29T08:32:15-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




